SMHAs and the Rural Health Transformation Program, 2026 – Data File
NRI 2026 State Profiles

SMHA Roles in the Rural Health Transformation Program, 2026

	State
	SMHA had role in RHT application
	Description:
	SMHA has role in RHT administration
	Description: 

	Alabama
	Yes
	State agencies were given opportunity to submit a plan to the Governor’s office for inclusion on the RHT.
	No
	

	Alaska
	Yes
	The SMHA provided areas of interest that could be support through the RHTP such as supporting the implementation and expansion of CCBHCs within the state as well as expanding the crisis continuum of care.
	No
	RHT funds will be administered through the Department of Health’s Commissioner’s office.

	Arizona
	Yes
	AHCCCS, the SMHA, assisted with stakeholder outreach and development of the RHT Program application.
	Yes
	The draw of RHT funds and high level oversight will be managed by AHCCCS, the SMHA

	Arkansas
	Yes
	Arkansas DHS submitted suggestions for funding, including crisis services, but are not directly administering any funding.
	No
	

	California
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	Colorado
	Yes
	BHA provided HCPF, our State Medicaid Authority with suggestions for how that program could benefit gaps in the BH system.
	No
	

	Connecticut
	Yes
	Connecticut formed a multi-agency collaborative to support our Medicaid State Agency’s application for the Rural Health Transformation Program.
	Yes
	The State Medicaid Authority, DSS, administers the funds and the SMHA is providing subject matter expertise to support implementation of the behavioral health elements of RHT initiatives.

	Delaware
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	District of Columbia
	No
	
	No
	There are no “rural” areas of DC.

	Florida
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	Georgia
	Yes
	No Response
	Yes
	Please see the Georgia RHT “Great” Application and additional documents here:  https://dch.georgia.gov/great-health-program-georgias-rural-health-transformation-program

	Hawaii
	Yes
	SMHA played gatekeeper role for DOH’s applications.
	No
	

	Idaho
	Yes
	The SMHA acted in a supporting role, providing feedback on behavioral health activities and collaborating on writing selected behavioral health activities into the grant application.
	No
	The funds will be administered by the Department of Health & Welfare. 

	Illinois
	No
	Our SMA led the RHT application and roll out.
	No
	HFS is lead on administration of this initiative

	Indiana
	Yes
	SMHA was included on the Executive Steering team for the State’s application and is included in several initiatives. https://www.in.gov/grow-rural-health/about/
	No
	

	Iowa
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	Kansas
	Yes
	Apart of a broader alliance to write application and award funding.
	No Response
	No Response

	Kentucky
	Yes
	DBHDID collaborated with the Kentucky Department for Public Health (DPH) on the application for the Rapid Response to Recovery Initiative (one of the five initiatives outlined in our Rural Health Transformation (RHT) application.
	Yes
	The SMHA is providing subject matter expertise to support implementation of the behavioral health elements of RHT initiatives.

	Louisiana
	No
	
	No
	

	Maine
	Yes
	The SMHA was a core part of a cross-office interdisciplinary team that utilized a robust community-engaged and participatory process to generate the final application submitted for the state.
	Yes
	Some services identified in the RHTP plan will be administered and overseen by the  SMHA in the form of contract and service management. Our state is building an office to oversee the work of the RHTP specifically and as that office comes online, more information will become available about each office and their role in the project.

	Maryland
	No Response
	No Response
	No
	The State will deploy RHTP funding through competitive processes, posting upcoming funding opportunities to the RHTP webpage as available.  The SMHA will most likely review the applications as a subject matter expert on the behavioral health awards.

	Massachusetts
	No
	
	No
	

	Michigan
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	Minnesota
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	Mississippi
	Yes
	SMHA works closely with the Governor’s Office to provide input on projects that the state believes should be funded through this program.
	Yes

	The Governor has established the Mississippi Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP) Office, and the SMHA will be collaborating with that office. The SMHA may also subawards to grantees.

	Missouri
	Yes
	The SMHA was involved in a small portion of the RHT application.
	No
	Oversight of the Missouri award is managed by the State Medicaid Authority.

	Montana
	Yes
	Was the lead on this grant application and current process for distribution of the funding.
	Yes
	No Response

	Nebraska
	Yes
	DBH provided a plan (also known as Pillar 5) for expanding access to mental health and substance use disorder treatments in rural areas of the State.
	Yes
	DBH will be issuing subawards to grantees in support of the Pillar 5.

	Nevada
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	New Hampshire
	Yes
	All Bureau Chiefs within DHHS including the SMHA took part in a workgroup in developing the application for Rural Health Transformation.
	No
	A new RHT office “Governor’s Office of New Opportunities & Rural Transformational Health” (GO-NORTH) has been established to implement, administer and support the RHT initiative. There will be collaboration with that office and the SMHA.

	New Jersey
	Yes
	The Division of Medical Assistance & Health Services was the lead agency but DMHAS had the opportunity to participate in the process.
	Yes
	DMHAS sets the standards for and oversees a comprehensive system of mental health and addiction services, providing funding for the treatment of indigent patients.  In addition, DMHAS specifically focuses on using RHT funds to enhance mental health services and addiction treatment in rural communities, aligned with the federal focus on behavioral health.

	New Mexico
	No
	
	No
	No Response

	New York
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	North Carolina
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	North Dakota
	Yes
	Consulted with Medical Services on gap areas
	No
	No Response

	Ohio
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	Oklahoma
	Yes
	The SMHA was on the advisory committee.
	No
	No Response

	Oregon
	Yes
	The Oregon SMHA is the Behavioral Health Division of the state health department, Oregon Health Authority (OHA). The RHT application was led by another division of OHA, but the SMHA helped to scope multiple initiatives within the application. Chiefly, the SMHA helped define a specific metric related to BH service availability within the Healthy Communities and Prevention Initiative.
	Yes
	The Oregon SMHA is one of many partners responsible for implementing portions of the RHT Program, including administering funds for BH workforce support.

	Pennsylvania
	Yes
	The SMHA participated in a workgroup to complete the application process for the RHTP.
	Yes
	The lead for administering is the Dept of Human Services, of which the SMHA is a component. The project is run out of the Secretary’s Office, but the SMHA contributes staff for decision making, SME input, assistance with grant/procurement processes, etc.

	Rhode Island
	Yes
	The grant is awarded to the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS)  which is the SMHA’s parent agency.  Rural Health has programs that cross multiple Departments all within the EOHHS umbrella.  Each Department was responsible for writing their own programs in.
	Yes
	Contracts within Rural Health that were submitted and approved from Behavioral Healthcare will be administered under the SMHA.

	South Carolina
	No
	No Response
	No
	BHDD-OMH was not lead or involved in the application, the SC Medicaid Agency was lead.

	South Dakota
	Yes
	Provided a plan around BH deliverables
	Yes
	Contracts will be issued based off of BH input and deliverables

	Tennessee
	Yes
	The Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services worked in coordination with the Governor’s Office, the TN Department of Health, and TennCare on Tennessee’s proposal. Several BH related initiatives are being funded through RHTP.
	Yes
	The SMHA will have an interagency agreement with Department of Health to support administration of the RHT funds.

	Texas
	Yes
	The SMHA provided input in development of the plan. The SMHA also provided information regarding Texas Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics.
	No
	No Response

	Utah
	Yes
	SUMH has been engaged in the initial community outreach, served to co-lead the one of the RHT workgroups, and served as subject matter experts during the development of the application.
	Yes
	SUMH will work with the Utah DHHS RHT team to select projects and administer funds for the behavioral health integration programming.

	Vermont
	Yes
	The Agency of Human Services of Vermont completed the application process.
	Yes
	The Agency of Human Services of Vermont was awarded RHT funding and will distribute it to the Department of Mental health for specific outgoing grants.

	Virginia
	Yes
	The agency gave input into the application.
	No
	No Response

	Washington
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response

	West Virginia
	No
	
	No
	No Response

	Wisconsin
	Yes
	Developed three behavioral health projects for the grant application.
	Yes
	On advisory committee regarding grant oversight and implementation.

	Wyoming
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response
	No Response


About the Data
Findings are drawn from NRI’s 2026 State Profiles, completed by SMHAs in 37 of 51 states and jurisdictions. Georgia’s responses were supplemented with information from the state’s published GREAT Health application.3
Please contact NRI at profiles@nri-inc.org with any questions or comments about this and other State Profiles reports and data.
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